
 

 

 

Important Notices to E-Filers: FinCEN Announces Update to the Currency 

Transaction Report (CTR) 

 Announces Technical Webinar 

 

May 24, 2017 – In August of 2017, the Currency Transaction Report (CTR) available on the BSA E-Filing 

System will be updated to adhere to the changes defined in Federal Register notice posted on February 20th, 

2016 (https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/02/02/2016-01825/proposed-collection-comment-

request-bank-secrecy-act-currency-transaction-report-bctr-revised-layout). New or updated data fields will be 

added to the online discrete CTR as well as the CTR batch files. The new or updated data fields are: 

Part I Person Involved in Transaction 

Renamed Item 2d from “Courier Service (private)” to “Common carrier” 

Part II Amount and Type of Transaction 

Added a checkbox to Item 24 to reflect “Shared Branching” 

Part III Transaction Location 

  Added an Unknown option to Item 29, Primary Federal Regulator 

  Added an Unknown checkbox to Item 32, EIN 

Added Item 37, Country 

Added Item 41, Cash in amount for transaction location  

Add Item 42, Cash out amount for transaction location 

Part IV Filing Institution Contact Information 

Added new Part IV “Filing Institution Contact Information” section to collect data about the 

institution that filed the CTR 

Batch filers will be required to submit the updated CTR data in an XML based file, rather than the 

current ASCII based fixed-length delimited file. The XML User Guide can be downloaded at 

FinCEN Currency Transaction Report (CTR) Electronic Filing Requirements for XML.  The 

batch CTR XSD file can be downloaded at the following location: FinCEN Currency Transaction 

Report (CTR) XSD. 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/02/02/2016-01825/proposed-collection-comment-request-bank-secrecy-act-currency-transaction-report-bctr-revised-layout
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/02/02/2016-01825/proposed-collection-comment-request-bank-secrecy-act-currency-transaction-report-bctr-revised-layout
http://bsaefiling.fincen.treas.gov/docs/XMLUserGuide_FinCENCTR.pdf
https://www.fincen.gov/base/EFL_CTRXBatchSchema.xsd
https://www.fincen.gov/base/EFL_CTRXBatchSchema.xsd


 

 

 

Discrete CTR Impact 

Discrete filers will be able to utilize the new online form with the new and updated fields in August 2017.  

Part I Person Involved in Transaction Changes 

 



 

 

 

Part II Amount and Type of Transaction Changes 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Part III Transaction Location Changes 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Filers will now be required to fill out the Financial Institution Contact Information through the addition of the 

Part IV to the discrete report as shown below: 

 

 



 

 

 

Batch CTR Deadlines 

The BSA E-Filing System will continue to accept ASCII based batch files until May of 2018. Batch filers will 

have nine months from the to be determined go-live date in August to adhere to the new XML specification.  

FinCEN will host a technical webinar on June 21st, 2017 to provide an overview of the XML specifications 

and also address any questions regarding the XML User Guide. Application developers and programmers are 

urged to register and attend this webinar. Participants can register for the webinar below: 

 

Register now! 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8816599296795401730 

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar. 

View System Requirements 

 

We would request any initial questions be submitted via email at BSAEFilingHelp@fincen.gov prior to the 

webinar. Please indicate “FinCEN CTR Update Questions” in the subject heading of your email.  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8816599296795401730
http://support.citrixonline.com/s/G2W/Help/SystemRequirements
mailto:BSAEFilingHelp@fincen.gov

